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3. (Twice Amended) A thermoplastic sealing or connecting component for 
the fashioning of a permanent connection, obtained by a process comprising: 
^Pn a. moMing the component from a thermoplastic elastomeric material; 

b. stretching the component; 

c. relaxingVthe component at ambient temperature. 



5. (Twice Amended) \ A process for fashioning a permanent connection 
between at least 2 components with at least one thermoplastic sealing or connecting 
component according to claim 3, and a\ least one non-sealing member, comprising: 

placing said thermoplastic sealing or connecting component at the 
location of the desired connection on said non-sealing member; and 
exposing said thermoplastic sealing or connecting component to an 
increased temperature oE at most about 20 °C below the melting point 
of the thermoplastic elastomeric material. 




6. A thermoplastic sealing or connectingVomponent according to claim 3, 
selected from body plugs, gasket rings, sealing rings, orahrink-on sleevings. 




8. (Twice Amended) A process for fashioniAg a permanent connection 
between at least 2 components, with at least one thermoplastic \ealing or connecting 
component according to claim 4, and at least one non-sealing member, comprising: 

a. placing said thermoplastic sealing or connectmg component at the 
location of the desired connection on said non-sWling member; 
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b. exposW said thermoplastic sealing or connecting component to an 

increased temperature of at most about 20 °C below the melting point 
of the themioplastic elastomeric material. 

9. (Amended) A thermoplastic sealing or connecting component according to 
claim 6, selected from body plugs, gaskM rings, sealing rings, or shrink-on sleevings. 



the attached Appendix for the changes made to effect the above claim(s) 



ease add the following new claim(s): 



3. (New) A process according to \laim 1, wherein the thermoplastic 

elasfomeric material comprises a block copolymer comprising hard blocks, wherein said hard 
Mflocks comprise polyurethane, polyester or polyamide. 

14. (New) A thermoplastic sealing or connecting member according to 

claim 3, wherein the thermoplastic elastomeric material comprises a block copolymer 
comprising hard blocks, wherein said hard blocks comprise polyurethane, polyester or 
polyamide. 
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